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Filed for intro on  04/23/98

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 706
By  Henry

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Bill Eads on the
occasion of his retirement.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to pay

tribute to those exemplary professionals, who throughout their distinguished careers, have

worked with purpose and commitment to ensure the growth and prosperity of the State of

Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Bill Eads has astutely served the State of Tennessee for five years, and has

provided valuable counsel on matters of science and technology to two governors and the

members of three General Assemblies as an important member of the staff of the Department of

Economic and Community Development; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Bill Eads, who has provided sagacious guidance and counsel to this

state's science and technology initiatives, is most assuredly one such outstanding public servant

who is deserving of special recognition; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Eads has announced that he will soon answer the tantalizing call of

retirement; and

WHEREAS, his employer and the State of Tennessee will sorely miss his great acumen

on matters of science and technology and his boundless enthusiasm for every task assigned to

him, no matter how great or small; and
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WHEREAS, he is an accomplished professional of immense talent and dedication, and

his retirement will leave a void that will not be easily filled; and

WHEREAS, the State is truly indebted to his employer, Lockheed Martin Energy

Research, Inc., for contributing his time and considerable resources and talents to Tennessee;

and

WHEREAS, Bill Eads has adroitly served as staff to the Tennessee Science and

Technology Advisory Council (STAC) under the leadership of Vice-Chairman Dr. Al Trivelpiece,

and under former Vice-Chairman Dr. Lee Riedinger; and

WHEREAS, in this position, Mr. Eads has been instrumental in raising science and

technology to a new level of importance in Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Bill Eads has worked tirelessly to foster connections and cooperation

between the Department of Economic and Community Development and the state's technology

resources, including the University of Tennessee and the Tennessee Board of Regents; private

research institutions, including Vanderbilt University; and Tennessee's federal science facilities,

including Oak Ridge National Laboratory and the Arnold Engineering Development Center in

Tullahoma; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Eads' meritorious efforts have made these institutions more responsive

to the state's economic needs and have resulted in investments to create high-technology jobs

and graduates to fill those jobs; and

WHEREAS, Bill Eads developed the successful proposal to the United States

Department of Commerce that ultimately became the Tennessee Information Infrastructure

(TNII) project; and

WHEREAS, the implementation of TNII culminated in ConnecTenn, the program that

connected every school and library in Tennessee to the Internet.  Phase II implementation of

TNII is now underway; and
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WHEREAS, Mr. Eads likewise led a successful proposal to the United States

Department of Commerce National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), which

culminated in the creation of the Tennessee Manufacturing Extension Partnership (TMEP); and

WHEREAS, as the first director of TMEP, Bill Eads proficiently coordinated the

resources of the NIST, the University of Tennessee Center for Industrial Services, the Oak

Ridge Center for Manufacturing Technology, and the Tennessee Department of Economic and

Community Development; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Eads deftly steered the direction and coordinated the mission of TMEP,

which has assisted hundreds of manufacturers in Tennessee and has brought these employers

new technologies and practices that have allowed them to preserve jobs and to expand, thus

creating new jobs; and

WHEREAS, Bill Eads' exemplary work with the STAC has been a key factor in helping

the state to assign priorities to science and technology projects of all sizes and types; and

WHEREAS, Bill Eads has been a persistent and eloquent voice in proclaiming the need

in Tennessee for an entity dedicated to economic development through support of the state's

science and technology resources; and

WHEREAS, his laudable efforts to this end convinced many government officials and

legislators of the concept's worth and resulted in the formation of the Tennessee Technology

Development Corporation in 1997; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Eads worked tirelessly and purposefully to learn what other states have

done to foster economic development through science and technology, and conducted a series

of statewide meetings that were critical in building support for the Corporation; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Eads' work is now immortalized in the form of the legislation

establishing the Corporation; in the Corporation's charter and bylaws, the creation of which was

astutely guided by Mr. Eads; and in the very existence of the Corporation, which bears the mark

of his distinguished leadership; now, therefore,
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE-HUNDREDTH GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, That we hereby honor Bill Eads upon his many valuable contributions to the

State of Tennessee's science and technology initiatives, and commend his meritorious efforts in

fostering relationships between the public and private sectors and his ongoing dedication to

enhancing economic development by means of Tennessee’s science and technology resources.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we extend to Mr. Eads our best wishes for much

continued success and happiness in his future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


